
 

 

FINAL MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF PENNARD 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD 

ON 30th JULY 2019 
AT PENNARD COMMUNITY HALL (SMALL HALL) AT 7.40PM 

    
Present: Cllr Susan Rodaway (Chair), Cllr Claire Whomes, Cllr Arthur Rogers, Cllr Sally 
Rogers, Cllr Jeff Rogers, Cllr Darren Hickery, Cllr Wes Weeks, Cllr Richard Killick, Cllr Lynda 
James 
 
 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Angela Brunt, Cllr Jason Thomas, Cllr Ralph Cook, Cllr Jean 
Marnell 
  
Declarations of Interest:  
Cllr Wes Weeks and Cllr Susan Rodaway declared an interest with regards to item 2019/072 
Cllr C Whomes declared and interest with regards to item 2019/073 
Cllr S Rodaway, Cllr A Rogers and Cllr R Killick declared and interest with regards to 2019/075 

 
 
Questions from the Public (limited to 10 minutes) – None 

 
1. 2019/071 To Consider and agree an update on Squiggle rent.  

The Council had received guidance from a local Surveyor as to the merits of conducting a full 
survey with regards to the upcoming nursery rent review.  It was discussed and decided that a 
rent increase to £10000 per year be put forward for discussion with Squiggles, this would 
cover the 4 years up to the end of the lease contract.  A letter was drafted to be sent to the 
nursery for consideration. If the proposal is rejected the matter would be revisited in 
September. 
Proposed Seconded and Agreed 
 

 

2. 2019/072 To approve changes to Electricity contracts. 
As the Hall Electricity contract is due for renewal the Clerk presented a range of Electricity 
rates gathered directly from suppliers and some which had been sourced by “Utility Aid” and 
“Make it Cheaper”. All the Suppliers complied with the Councils wish for 100% renewable 
energy and ranged in price, the one that stood out as providing the most value for money was 
Octopus, so it was agreed to switch to them for a fixed 2 year contract starting at the end of 
August. 
Proposed Seconded and agreed with 2 abstentions. 
 
 

3. 2019/073 To agree way forward for Field repairs 
a. The Clerk explained that the Current Maintenance Contractor had said he would not 

be able to carry out the repairs required to the play equipment but two other quotes 
had been received: 

   Contractor A - no quote 
  Contractor B -  £280 - £360 plus materials 
  Contractor C - materials only. 
 

The quotes were discussed and it was agreed to check with One Voice Wales / SLCC 
the legality of accepting a quote where the work was done on a voluntary basis and 
only the materials would be billed. If their advice was that a token sum should be paid 
then it would need to be within the £500 limit.  
The matter of a retainer contract would be decided at a later date. 

 



 

 

It was proposed that we appoint Contractor C to carry out the basic repairs needed to 
the playpark in conjunction with the advice from OVW/SLCC regarding the Council 
position on ex gratia work. 
Proposed seconded and agreed with 1 abstention. 
 

b. The hole in the hedge at the bottom of the Park had not mended as hoped and Cllr 
Jeff Rogers asked about flattening part of the Hedge to encourage re-growth.  As no-
one present knew where exactly the boundary ran it was decided to consult the 
deeds before making any decision. 

 
 

4. 2019/74 Update from Climate Workshop. 
Cllr Rodaway explained that the first Climate workshop had taken place on the 23nd July and 
everyone who had attended or had sent apologies would form the Steering Group with 
several sub groups branching off. In all it had been a very successful first meeting, full of very 
positive people and lots of engagement.  She had also attended the Royal Welsh Show and 
had picked up lots of good ideas and information from the environment stands.  She indicated 
that further details of the working group would be coming out later in the month. 
 
 

5. 2019/75 To approve installation of water meter for Drinking Fountain  
Dwr Cymru had been to look at the site and reported that a separate meter would need to be 
installed in a similar way to the Squiggles meter which would be read and our share 
calculated.  It was proposed that the Pennard Coffee shop owner should arrange for this to 
happen, this way the installation would be situated in the most convenient location for his 
business. 
Seconded and agreed 
 

6. 2019/76 Update on Kittle trees. 
The Clerk reported that as Highways had no objection to trees being planted in Kittle, she had 
spoken to Coeden Fach who had indicated that the native trees they had would cost between 
£15 and £20 per tree and around £150 per day to plant, she had also been told to contact the 
Gower Society who were looking for places to plant trees, but nothing should be done till 
October.  Cllr James said that the residents wanted to plant their own trees and the request 
was for us to pay for the trees not the planting. The Clerk was going to speak to the Gower 
society to find out more about their scheme. 
 

7. 2019/77 Correspondence 
 

a. Email re Climate emergency – read out. 
b. Letter from Friends of Singleton Park – attached to these minutes and put on Sept 

Agenda 
c. Letter regarding new paths and bridleways on Golf Course – attached to these 

minutes and put on Facebook, website and into the library. 
d. Email re Buses – Clerk to get details from Cllr A Rogers 
e. Boundary Commission Review – to go onto Sept agenda 

 

8. 2019/78 Update from recent employment tribunal  
 
Cllr Rodaway had attended the employment tribunal on the 16th and 17th of July she reported 
to the Council that the Judgement had dismissed the claim for age discrimination and had 
found the Council to be not guilty in any way or at any level of being discriminatory.   
However, although the Council had not done anything contractually wrong with regards to the 
overtime payment claimed by Mr Mackerras the Tribunal ruled that a payment of £1706.33 
less tax be paid by the 1st of August 2019, this would have been the amount paid if a request 
for overtime had been submitted.  

 



 

 

Cllr Rodaway expressed concern that Cllr Wes Weeks was named numerous times in Mr 
David Mackerras’s witness statement particularly as this included events and statements 
which had been misreported from an “in-camera” meeting. 
Cllr Weeks admitted that he had contacted Mr Mackerras and offered him support throughout 
the tribunal, up to and including providing testimony at the tribunal as a witness against 
council. 
A number of Councillors expressed a lack of confidence in proceeding with the “in-camera” 
section of this meeting given that Cllr Weeks had been named in Mr Mackerras’s sworn 
statement along with information from previous “in-camera” meetings.  
 
Cllr Weeks offered to leave the meeting but then attempted to circulate documents pertaining 
to a different issue, currently with the Ombudsman and not on the agenda. 
Cllr Rodaway explained to Cllr Weeks that the Ombudsman had expressly stipulated that no 
discussion was to take place around this issue pending a formal decision, but Cllr Weeks 
persisted in attempting to circulate the documents. 
 
After repeated requests by the Chair that Cllr Weeks moderate his behaviour, 
Cllr A Rogers proposed under Standing Order 2.b that Cllr Weeks be excluded from the 
remainder of the meeting so that the meeting may continue in an orderly fashion.  
Seconded with 7 in favour and 1 abstention.  

 
After several requests to leave the meeting had been ignored and Cllr Wes Weeks persisted 
in attempting to circulate the documents.  
Cllr A Rogers proposed under Standing Orders 1.r.viii and 2.c that the meeting be 
suspended until such time as the meeting could be concluded in an orderly fashion 
without the excluded Councillor.   
Seconded and passed unanimously with 6 in favour and 2 abstentions. 
 

The meeting was suspended at 9.10pm 
Cllr Weeks left the meeting at 9.10 pm 
 

The meeting was reconvened at 9.15  

 
Present: Cllr Susan Rodaway, Cllr Arthur Rogers, Cllr Sally Rogers, Cllr Claire Whomes, Cllr Darren 
Hickery, Cllr Jeff Rogers, Cllr Richard Killick, Cllr Lynda James. 
 
 
It is proposed that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
Seconded and agreed. 
 

9. 2019/79 To discuss steps arising from recent employment tribunal. 
 
The next steps following on from the tribunal were discussed 
It was proposed that the payment be processed through the payroll system to obtain an 
accurate calculation. 
Seconded and agreed with 2 abstentions 
 
It was also proposed that a letter be drafted to the Insurance company giving an account of 
the problems we had encountered especially in the final stages. 
Seconded and agreed 

 

 
 
 
Meeting Closed at 9.45pm 
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